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By Arlyssa Becenti
Diné Bureau
navajo2@gallupindependent.com

WINDOW ROCK — The Navajo
Nation is ready for the first step toward
picking their new leaders during this
Tuesday’s primary election, polls at all
chapters will be open from 6 a.m.- 7
p.m. for voters to cast their ballots.

This year the Navajo Election

Administration will establish a website
the public can log on for unofficial
results as the administration sets up at
the Window Rock Sports Center to
maintain the incoming votes.

“We will be providing the election
results in several formats, including the
website for those who cannot be at the
Sports Center. We will also be
announcing the results as they come in
to the audience at the Sports Center and

posting the results on the walls within
the Sports Center for people to view,”
Kimmeth Yazzie, Navajo Project Spe-
cialist said.

For those who are able to catch live
updates at the Sports Center, the Elec-
tion Administration will have three big-
screen monitors which will feature
results from the Navajo Nation presi-
dential race, the Navajo Nation Council
races and other elections such as chap-

ter referendums and special elections.
Seventeen hopeful candidates will

be running for Navajo Nation Presi-
dent and they are: incumbent Ben
Shelly, Dale E. Tsosie, Chris Desch-
ene, Carrie Lynn Martin, Hank White-
horn, Kenneth Maryboy, Myron
McLaughlin, Cal Nez, Kee Yazzie
Mann, Joe Shirley Jr., Donald Benally,
Edison “Chip” Begay, Edison Waune-
ka, Duane H. Yazzie, Russell Begay,

Moroni Benally and Dan Smith. 
To get voting results online:
www.2014nnpe.navajo-nsn.gov.
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Kids told to get off the bus

Cayla Nimmo/Independent

A school bus drops children off outside Tsehootsooi Middle
School in Fort Defiance Monday afternoon.

NM students no longer get ride home
By Arlyssa Becenti
Diné Bureau
navajo2@gallupindependent.com

WINDOW ROCK — Alfred John
Sr. lives along Old Coal Mine Road and
has four children attending school in
the Window Rock Unified School Dis-
trict. His children are no longer given
the expected, safe bus ride to and from
school, but are dropped off nearly 10
miles from their home and expected to
walk.

Since John lives in New Mexico and
his children go to school in Arizona, the
bus system which operates along Old
Coal Mine road — the main road to
dozens of scattered homes as well as

the Pigeon Springs community — has
stopped services for all the students
who live along that New Mexico road.

“Last week it was raining.  I loaded
up 13 kids and some were little kids
walking out onto the road,” John said
about giving other students of WRUSD
a ride home. “I picked them up because
it was raining. What’s going to happen
when the winter comes? A lot of these
kid’s parents don’t have rides.”

The inability to provide transporta-
tion for WRUSD students was just one
of the myriad of problems that was dis-
cussed Monday during a Fort Defiance
Chapter special meeting. 

Man’s
arm
severed
by train
Katy Barnitz
Staff writer
cops@gallupindependent.com

GALLUP — A 22-year-old man lost an
arm when he was struck by a train he was
apparently attempting to outrun early Sunday,
according to Gallup Police.

BNSF employees told officers that they
were approaching the County Road 1 cross-
ing when they noticed a man sprinting south-
bound toward the tracks. Though the conduc-
tor applied the emergency brakes, the train
could not be stopped in time to avoid hitting
the man.

Police found Isaiah Thomas, of St.
Michaels, lying on the floor near the coffee
machine inside of TA Travel Center, located
on West Historic Highway 66. Employees
told police that they weren’t sure where
Thomas came from, but that he seemed calm.

Thomas was lying on the ground with an
orange towel covering his right shoulder.
When police lifted the towel, they discovered
that Thomas’ right arm was missing. Officers
asked how he lost his arm, and Thomas said
that he was trying to run across the train tracks
but that he was hit by a passing train.

It was after speaking with police that
Thomas reportedly “began to realize his arm
was missing,” according to a GPD incident
report. Thomas told paramedics that he had
been drinking, but could not remember how

B L O C K   P A R T Y

Cable Hoover/Independent

Andy Bridges tries a printmaking exercise under the guidance of Nancy
Haver, left, Friday at Petrified Forest National Park.

By Michael Dillin
Cibola County Bureau
cibola@gallupindependent.com

PP ETRIFIED FOREST NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. — For the past week, Massa-
chusetts artist Nancy Haver has been demonstrating a centuries old form of
art at the Painted Desert Inn.

Woodblock printing is one of a variety of art media that have been used over
time to depict pictures and illustration.

“Its first widespread use was in the 1400s, when it was used as a way to produce
illustrations in books,” said Haver, who was nestled in the artist’s cabin across from
the Inn, the only housing inside the park. It’s the place where artists are allowed to
stay as part of the Artist-in-Residence program of the National Park Service.

“In the 1800s and 1900s, wood engraving became widely used for magazine and
newspaper illustration,” she said.

In essence, it is created by sketching, and engraving illustrations on the surface of

Alleged ‘clown
gang’ member
assaults officer,
lands in jail
Katy Barnitz
Staff writer
cops@gallupindependent.com

GALLUP — A 34-year-old man who
reportedly claimed he was a member of
“the clown gang” was arrested on Friday
after allegedly pushing a police officer.

Gallup Police received reports Friday
afternoon that a group of people were
fighting in a field near
1801 South Second
Street. When they
arrived, Ramsey Lee,
34, began swearing at an
officer and saying that
“he was in the clown
gang.” 

Lee reportedly
pushed the officer and
“ran off down into the
ditch,” according to a
GPD incident report. An Allsup’s employ-
ee was able to stop Lee, and the officer
told him to put his arms behind his back.

Because Lee would not comply, the
officer pepper sprayed him, at which point
she was able to place him in handcuffs.
Lee was booked into the Gallup McKinley
Adult Detention Center on battery against
peace officer and resisting arrest charges.

Navajo voters go to polls in Arizona primary

“Yellowstone” by Petrified Forest National Park
artist in residence Nancy Haver.

Lee
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RMCH email warns employees about layoffs
By Bill Donovan
Independent correspondent
education@gallupindependent.com

GALLUP — Administrators at
Rehoboth McKinley Christian Hospi-
tal continue to send emails to staff
telling them a company that is trying
to get a management contract to run
the hospital will layoff employees.

An email was sent out from the
administration to employees  Friday
warning of possible layoffs if the
board of trustees approves a manage-

ment agreement with Healthcare
Integrity at Thursday’s board meet-
ing.

Although almost all of the board
members have expressed in previous
votes approval of the proposal,
efforts are still underway to get
employees to oppose the change of
administration.

David Conejo, whose company
Healthcare Integrity, is in talks with
the board about buying the hospital’s
assets, said he can’t give specific
information about his plans because a

letter of intent prohibits talking to the
public during the negotiation process.

Instead, he referred to his remarks
made at public meetings during the
past few months.

Conejo has talked about the need
to deal with staffing problems at the
hospital, both in the billing and med-
ical coding departments. The failure
of both of these departments to do
proper billings and codings is losing
the hospital millions of dollars annu-
ally, according to recent audit
reports.

Barry Mousa, the current CEO of
the hospital, has already fired the
local employees in the coding depart-
ment and has outsourced those serv-
ices.

As for the billing department,
Conejo has said that while some of
the billing will be outsourced to a
company in India, the current
employees would provide local assis-
tance.

Conejo has also said in the public
meetings that he prefers having
locals on staff rather than contract

workers as Mousa and other recent
CEOs of the hospital have done.

According to Conejo, not only are
local employees less expensive but
they have ties to the community that
push them to do a better job than
contract workers who know they will
only be here for a short time.

He also said in public meetings
that in his talks with the board he has
agreed to present them any plans he
has to downsize staff for their review
and input to make the transition as
painless as possible.

Cable Hoover/Independent

Printmaker Nancy Haver works on a wood cut during her demonstration at Petrified Forest
National Park Friday. Haver was finishing a two-week tenure as the parkʼs artist in resi-
dence.

wood, or other types of media.
It’s done so by sketching into
the wood and then carving out
the background, creating a
relief product that can be
applied to paper or most any
kind of material.

On this day in the park, she
allowed visitors to try their
hand at relief art by using sty-
rofoam instead of wood.

“It’s the same basic con-
cept,” she said. “You’re sim-
ply creating sketch relief on
the styrofoam instead.”

But her forte is doing the
same to woodblocks, and
some of her work at the park
will become part of a perma-
nent display — all of the
artists in the program are
asked to leave samples of their
work for future visitors to see
in the years to come.

“Wood is a great material
to print from, and from one
woodblock you can make
thousands of copies of the
illustrations,” she said. “It’s
much the same way as news-
papers and other publications
used lead as part of the print-
ing process.”

Haver continues to study in
New England, and has focused
on this type of art as a way of
helping keep the art form
alive.

As is the case here in the

Painted Desert, she’s focused
on illustrations not just of the
sweeping vistas, but also of

nature and its habitat.
“But I’ll also take one sub-

ject and do three different

kinds of media — water col-
er, oil pastels and woodcut,”
she said.

Haver has been accepted
for doing her work, for one to
two weeks at a time by the
Park Service, and in addition
to the Petrified Forest/Painted
Desert, she will also be creat-
ing her art at both the Smoky
Mountains in Tennessee and
North Carolina, as well as at
Acadia National Park in
Maine.

She was also commissioned
to do work at Catoctin Mountain
Park near Camp David.

“It’s been an incredible
experience to be here,” Haver
said. “And it gives you time to
absorb the beauty of the area.
Instead of just driving
through, I can take the time to
see the same places two or
three times, and absorb. 

“And then you can begin to
appreciate what it is, including
the plants and animals that are
part of it.”

To see more of her work,
go to www.nancyhaver.com,
or visit the Petrified Forest
National Park — just 75 min-
utes west of Gallup.

Continued from Page 1

Etched in wood

“Sequoia” by Petrified Forest National Park artist in resi-
dence Nancy Haver.

John said that his wife
brought this issue up to the
WRUSD board and nothing
was done.

But not only is the WRUSD
seen as the problem behind the
students being unable to rely
on their school’s bus for trans-
portation, John as well as other
community members have said
that Gallup McKinley County
School’s Superintendent Frank
Chiapetti is to blame.

John Platero, a grandfather
of four who attend WRUSD,
said that he had already fought
this state-line fight in 2008.
Platero said that he, the chap-
ter, Fort Defiance Chapter Vice
President and previous board
member Lorraine Nelson, who
has served on the school board
for years until she was one of
four that was voted out during
WRUSD’s board recall last
March, spent a lot of time and
money to get this issue
resolved.

“We have worked on this
before with Arizona ... Fort
Defiance Chapter really spear-
headed that,” Platero said.
“Safety is a major concern.
We’ve got to think of our chil-
dren ... I just wonder what kind
of administration Gallup
McKinley has ... If the superin-
tendent there is thinking short
of safety then he shouldn’t be a
superintendent.”

Nelson also confirmed that
the  there is a written agree-
ment between McKinley
County School District and
Window Rock Unified School
District from 2008.

“We spent a lot of time on it,
the chapter even hired a lobby-
ist, Ron Lee, to help us,” Nel-
son said. “The school district
should have it and New Mexico
school district should have it.”

Solutions
In attendance of the meet-

ing was Ariz. state Sen. Car-
lyle Begay, former Council
Delegate Harold Wauneka and
Deputy Director of Navajo
Division of Transportation
Benjamin Bennett.

Bennett said that N.M. state
Sen. John Pinto and N.M. state
Rep. Sharon Clahchis-
chilliage, along with Begay,
will meet with the New Mexi-
co and Arizona Departments
of Education to address the
chapter’s issues. He also said
that he has met with Lee Big-
water, manager of the Navajo
Transit System to try to work
out the transit bus schedules
and offer assistance for the
students in anyway they can. 

“He’s going to try to see if
the schedule on his bus routes
can be arranged to where they
can at least pickup the school
students at where ever they
are dropped off at, and go
back around and drop them
off at Pigeon Springs,” Ben-
nett said.

The chapter expressed their
desire for both WRUSD acting
Superintendent Donna
Manuelito and Chiapetti to
address the community about
the issue. Platero said they
were blindsided by both dis-
tricts and weren’t given the
opportunity to try and fix the
issue before school began.

“If they would have given
us a warning at the last school
year, at least we would’ve had
three months to work on this
but this just came out at the
start of this school year and
they gave us no time whatso-
ever,” Platero Said. “Here we
are baffled and lost. What are
we going to do?”

Chiapetti and Manelito did
not respond to requests for
comment for this story. 

Continued from Page 1
Off the bus
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Andy Bridges checks his print during a demonstration Friday at Petrified Forest National Park.

much.
BNSF employees said

Thomas did not slow as the train
approached and that they heard a
“thud” as he disappeared from
sight. They said that he did not
seem to understand what was
going on, and began walking
toward the TA Travel Center.

Thomas was transported to a
local hospital for treatment.
Police located the arm close to the
County Road 1 crossing.

Continued from Page 1

Gallup Police
call log

Aug. 15
Accident

A.M.
7:25 N.M. Hwy 602
10:24 1650 W. Maloney
P.M.
12:47 300 W. Aztec
3:20 516 E. Nizhoni

Assault
P.M.
9:53 1100 U.S. 491
11:57 1009 W. Coal

Battery
A.M.
3:43 312 S. Camino De Chelly
11:33 1650 W. Maloney
P.M.
2:43 2915 W. 66
2:54 510 E. 11th
11:17 207 S. Woodrow
11:46 199 Western Skies

Burglary
P.M.
7:25 2620 E. Aztec

Child abuse
P.M.
5:16 199 Western Skies
8:57 PS Complaint

Property damage
P.M.
3:32 1650 W. Maloney

Disorderly
P.M.
11:46 2618 W. 66

Domestic
P.M.
2:17 650 Dani
2:51 2500 E. Aztec
8:04 201 E. JM Montoya
9:47 3404 W. 66
10:31 207 S. Woodrow  

Larceny
P.M.
4:43 1702 E. 66
6:00 1120 E. 66
9:11 2654 E. 66

Vehicle theft
P.M.
5:14 61 Coal Basin

Narcotics
P.M.
2:19 2857 W. 66
2:25 111 N. 3rd

Neglect
P.M.
6:26 516 E. Nizhoni

Weapon
P.M.
6:20 914 E. 66
5:50 960 E. Buena Vista
11:51 2915 W. 66
On Aug. 15, there was a total

of 73 Drunken Persons reports
and 84 Other reports. 

Arm severed
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